
 

 

Welcome to the  

Marching Virginians Flag Corps 
 

We are so excited that you are interested in being a part of the Marching 

Virginians Flag Corps.  It is an unbelievable opportunity to join the 

Marching Virginians in being the Spirit of Tech.  The Marching 

Virginians give students the amazing opportunity to have fun and make 

lasting friendships! 

 

Every year during Band Camp, August 12th – August 19th, we hold tryouts 

for the Flag Corps.  The tryouts, like any other audition process, will 

involve hard work and lots of practice.   

 

We know you might be nervous (because we were too!) so here are a few things to calm your nerves if 

you are thinking about auditioning: 

 We will teach you EVERYTHING you need to know to audition.  Although it will be 

helpful to know flag basics and to have touched your flag a couple of times over the 

summer before you come, everything in the audition will be taught and gone over.  We will 

be happy to help clarify anything for you if you have any questions.   

 You will have plenty of time to learn everything, as well as time to ask questions and 

receive individual help and constructive critique to help you prepare for the audition. 

 We do not expect perfection.  Work hard and keep up and things will come together with 

practice.   

 Lastly and most importantly – a positive attitude is worth more than you could imagine, so 

be sure to bring yours! 

 

The audition process usually takes place over three days.  We will start off learning basic flag skills 

that are very common in Tech routines.  We will spend some time learning the Marching Virginian 

style of marching and some marching drill, which will be a part of your tryout.  We will also focus on 

several traditional Tech routines, including the famous Tech Triumph and Hokie Pokie.  In addition, 

we will learn an original routine that you will audition with and which will be used in an actual 

halftime show at a later date.  

  

While we will be practicing hard for many a day during band camp, it won’t be like that forever! Try 

to remember to take deep breaths and push through.  Please come prepared for the summer heat of 

band camp.  Be sure to pack these things: 

 Comfortable clothes you can move in (workout clothes highly suggested) 

 Comfortable tennis shoes and socks 

 Water Bottle 

 Sunscreen 

 Something to tie your hair back with. 

 

Your tryout will take place on Thursday, the 16th of tryout week and include the following: 

 Attitude (throughout the week) 

 A traditional Tech routine 

 The original routine 

 A short marching drill 



 

 

 A BIG SMILE! 

Most of the Marching Virginians Flag Corps uniform is provided for you.  However, undergarments 

such as a white sports bra (no seams on the front/chest area), form fitting black shorts or black 

leggings, and black or maroon socks are needed.  You may also want a black winter headband for cold 

games.  If you have these items, please bring them to school with you.  If not, they can easily be 

purchased at our local Walmart or Dick’s Sporting Goods after you arrive.  The flag leadership can 

help you purchase what you need before the first game. 

 

White guard gloves and black guard shoes will be ordered through the band prior to the first game. 

 

Here is a little bit of information that a lot of students coming to try out for the Marching Virginians 

Flag Corps like to know: 

 We perform a different show almost every game. 

 We use a combination of 5.5 and 6 foot poles.  We typically use one flag per show.   

 We have two different uniforms: a contemporary and a traditional.   

 We practice five days a week with the band (plus game days) and sometimes have early 

practice (because flags are a lot of work!)  

 We travel to some away games (but not all) as well as pre-season and post-season bowl 

games.  Your attendance is expected at these events.  But don’t worry, they are a lot of fun! 

 Our drill is easy to learn in a few practices, but it is probably different from what you may 

have learned in high school.  

 We have lots of fun outside of band! 

 

We are so excited that you are interested in Virginia Tech and the Marching Virginians’ Flag Corps!  

Over the past five years, we have performed in six National Football League stadiums and traveled to 

ten bowl games. This season’s opening game is against Liberty on September 3rd. We can’t wait to 

share amazing experiences with you like marching in front of 66,000 people in Lane Stadium, making 

long lasting friendships, practicing in any temperature from freezing to melting, and making this the 

best time of your life! 

 

Feel free to contact us if you have more questions; just shoot an email to any of us or contact our 

director Polly Middleton at polly@vt.edu,  

 

We are looking forward to seeing you at band camp! 

 

 

The MV Flag Leadership 

 

Captain  Co-Captain      
Katie Ledwel   Kat Vivaldi 

katie97@vt.edu   kat96@vt.edu 

703-606-5159    804-517-5676 

 

 

Rank Captain  Rank Captain     
Nichole Bowdoin  Hailey Schmidt 

nichole6@vt.edu   shail99@vt.edu  

804-516-4474                                      757-639-4338 
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Instructor 
Sarah McHugh 

hokietil05@gmail.com  
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