
Hi HORNS! 

  
  

Welcome to Virginia Tech! We are so excited you want to make the Marching Virginians 

(and especially the horn section) part of your college experience! In the fall semester, you will get 

the chance to perform with 329 other talented student musicians in front of 66,233 crazed fans in 

Lane Stadium! Once you are in Blacksburg, you will experience the infectious desire to dance and 

have the time of your life cheering on the Hokies as we make our way to victory!  

Traditionally, the horn section is a very relaxed and small section within the band. We 

provide the essential middle voices of the band that give the Marching Virginians that rich, 

melodious sound. As a section we also share in many traditions throughout marching season: horn 

garden, horn piling, horny Homeplace, and placing lucky Dum-Dums in our uniform on game day! 

This coming fall will be full of new and exciting things. In particular, the Marching Virginians 

are welcoming Dr. Polly Middleton back to Virginia Tech. Polly was an assistant director for the MVs 

for several years and we are so excited to have her back as our director this year!  

The chances of making our section are good if you show up prepared. We already know 

band camp will be competitive this year, so we want to help you get prepared! The audition 

materials can be found on the MV website. We make our decisions based on music, marching, and 

attitude. Here are some helpful tips if you are stressing out:  

 

• If you are unclear about when to come out, everyone who did not march last season 

comes in on the rookie date specified in the calendar. 

• We DO use mellophone lyres, but do not worry about buying one because we will 

have one for you! We will also give you a Yamaha horn and a customized Marching 

Virginians mouthpiece for the season.  

• If you have one, bring a collapsible music stand for music rehearsals during band 

camp.  



• If you do not already own solid black marching shoes in acceptable condition, you 

will need to order a pair for this upcoming season. Here are two options from 

Amazon: 

o Women’s Shoes 

o Men’s Shoes 

Relax! Making the horn section is an attainable goal, so come out, have fun, and you will 

have a great chance making the band! The horns are a fun group, so do not plan to just play during 

the game—we will be dancing like maniacs the entire time! In the horn section, and in the band in 

general, you will make friends that will last for a lifetime. Because we are such a tight-knit group, 

we are all there to offer support and be a network of friends before classes even start. Please feel 

free to email any of your horn leadership if you have any questions—even the craziest of questions! 

So bring your good attitudes and positive energy and we will see you in BLACKSBURG! 

 

Lots of “horny” love,  

Mary Catherine, Josh, Wes, and Brooke 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Bando-Classic-Womens-Marching-Shoes/dp/B00KWIZCSA/ref=sr_1_2?rps=1&ie=UTF8&qid=1530815474&sr=8-2&keywords=black+marching+shoes&refinements=p_85%3A2470955011&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.com/Bando-Classic-Marching-Shoes-Black/dp/B00KX8LJOU/ref=sr_1_6?rps=1&ie=UTF8&qid=1530815493&sr=8-6&keywords=black+marching+shoes&refinements=p_85%3A2470955011&pldnSite=1


2018 Horn Leadership Team 

 
Mary Catherine Stegall 
Section Leader mcsvt@vt.edu 

 
Joshua DeFalco 
Rank Captain joshr12@vt.edu 

 
Wesley Gray 
Rank Captain wdgray10@vt.edu 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome, Horns! My name is Mary Catherine, better known as “MC,” and this year will be 
my third year as section leader of the horns. I am a senior majoring in music education 
and couldn’t be more excited to share time getting to know and make music with each of 
you!  The MV’s really are my family away from home, so I couldn’t be more excited to see 
all the faces, new and old, that we get to welcome to the horn section. Not only am I 
excited that you are a Hokie, but I am even more ecstatic that you are making the choice 
to take part in the Marching Virginians and leave your legacy on this amazing university. 
I can promise so much fun to you and an experience that will last a lifetime. We are all so 
excited to be here for you in this journey! GO HOKIES!  

Hey there guys, my name is Josh, and I am third year Architecture major from Roanoke 
VA. This is going to be my third season with the MV’s in the horn section and my first 
year as a rank captain, but I could not be more excited to help serve y’all in the section 
throughout this year. Though architecture can keep me busy, nothing could keep me 
from coming back to this awesome community that is the MVs every year. I am looking 
forward to seeing all y’all, new faces and old, come Band Camp!  

Hey everyone! My name is Wes and this will be my first year as a rank captain. I am a 
senior Accounting and Finance double major from Chesapeake VA. This will be my 4th 
and final season with the MVs but I can’t wait for another season of cheering on Hokie 
football. The Marching Virginians has been such a rewarding organization and I can’t 
wait to see all of you at band camp! 

Hi Horns! My name is Brooke and this will be my third year as a rank captain. I’m a 
senior majoring in Biology and am so excited to get to know all of you as we cheer 
on the Hokies (and Growley II) in Lane this Fall! Joining the MVs as a freshman was 
one of the best decisions I made and I’m so thankful for all of the opportunities it 
has given me. Can’t wait to see you all at band camp! 

Brooke Martin 
Rank Captain brookeam@vt.edu  
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